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The holidays are a time to appreciate things in our lives
that are relevant and give us joy. Our chapter is an
example of something that provides its members with both
attributes, thanks to each of you.
Wishing everyone a safe, healthy and joyful holiday
season!

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT
Cathy McCaughey
President

Cathy

What a productive and enjoyable year for our chapter!
Besides hosting seminars by two well-known artists this
year (Cheri Rol and Jillybean), we also hosted our 20th
Anniversary celebration and our annual Bunko fundraiser.
A big thank you not only to the Officers and Chairpersons,
but also all the members who helped support our chapter
by attending meetings and seminars, donating time and
items for our raffles and fundraisers, baking, cooking,
painting and pitching in with set-up or cleaning after
meetings and events. Did I forget to mention in the recap
paragraph above that an article and picture of chapter
members at our 20th Anniversary party was published in
the latest issue of The Decorative Painter (the official
publication of the Society of Decorative Painters)? A big
shout out to Trish Bertolucci whose persistence and
enthusiasm made it happen. 2017 looks to be just as
exciting. We start off the New Year with a reverse painting
on Plexiglas seminar taught by Carolyn Silvas. Our ever
popular barbecue in Petaluma is back on this year as well
as our Bunko fundraiser in August. In addition, we are
trying to work out details for a chapter sponsored painting
cruise in November which can also include family and
friends as passengers.

PROGRAMS
Tamara Mannon
1st Vice President
Hope everyone had a wonderful Thanksgiving feast. Now
onto Christmas. We had a great turnout for DJ’s snowman
ornament. Everyone finished their pieces just in time to
hang it up on the Christmas tree. Thank you DJ. It was a
nice ornament – quick and easy. Check out the website for
pictures of our November program. ‘Tis time for our
ornament exchange at our annual dinner event on Tuesday
December 13th at Mangia Bene Restaurant in Martinez. If
you wish to participate, please bring the ornament in a
plain brown paper bag. The ornament should be hand
painted either by you or can be purchased from another
chapter member. If you wish to attend the dinner, please
contact Cathy McCaughey.
This will be my last newsletter article. Marianne Simpson
has graciously accepted to be the next VP for programs.
Tamara
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Ryan. Thank you to everyone who signed up to donate a
prize for our special drawings for the year of 2016.
I will have a sign-up sheet at the January meeting for 2017.
Hope everyone has a wonderful Christmas and a blessed
New Years! See you all at our Christmas dinner.

MEMBERSHIP
Karen Vecchi
2nd Vice President

Trish

We have 2 new members!! This is very exciting. Joining
our chapter last month are Jeanne Press who was a
member of the Wine Country chapter and lives in Santa
Rosa and Janet McCarthy who lives in Rio Vista. We
currently have 31 members who have renewed for
2017. We would love to increase our chapter membership
and we voted to have the chapter pay for a trial
membership for any new member. This is a wonderful
opportunity for you to invite any friends and encourage
them to join us in 2017. They would only need to pay the
$15 for the chapter 2017 dues and TBT would pay the $30
trial membership dues. The trial membership does not
include the hard copy magazine but they can access the
SDP magazine on line. More information is available on
the website
http://decorativepainters.org/proddetail.php?prod=TrialMe
mber17.
Chapter dues are $15 for 2017. The National dues are now
$55 for the year. You can access the Membership
Application form on our website at
www.tollbridgetolers.org. Mail a check and form to Toll
Bridge Tolers, P.O. Box 2671, Martinez, CA 94553 or
bring it to a meeting. The Society of Decorative Painters
website is www.decorativepainters.org to renew or join.
The National dues are now done through the Craft and
Hobby Association.

SEMINARS
Merlene Ryan,Vivian Roubal and Tamara
Mannon
Carolyn Silvas will be teaching her reverse painting on
plexiglass on Jan 21. It is giraffes. Cost will be $58. This
includes surface. A deposit will hold your place and give
the teacher a count. Don’t let this get lost in all the holiday
business. If you bring your check and paperwork to the
Christmas party give them to Jann. Registration form is at
the end of the newsletter. We will have a pot luck potato
bar for lunch. It will be held at our regular meeting room
at the church. Contact Merlene Ryan
r.merlene@yahoo.com 925-754-7997
Merlene,Tamara and Vivian

AWARDS AND
RECOGNITION

Karen Vecchi

Shirley Irwin
The awards that were handed out at the November meeting
were:
Karen Vecchi- Organizing the Fair
Merlene Ryan-Taking items to the Fair
Karen Vecchi- Organizing the 20th Anniversary Party
Merlene Ryan- Helping with the 20th Anniversary party
Marianne Simpson- Donating the October special raffle
prize.
Thank you to everyone who has painted, donated, worked
and helped out our chapter during 2016. It is because of
our wonderful members that our chapter continues to
thrive. Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.

COMMUNITY PROJECTS
Roz Borgerson
Happy ornament painting all you fabulous painters. Hope
to see you all at the Christmas Dinner. Merry Christmas
Fondly, Roz

Shirley

FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH
FUNDRAISERS

WAYS AND MEANS
Trish Bertolucci

Darlene Smith
We had two special drawings at our November meeting.
The first one was “A Foxy Holiday” which included a
Victorian Tin Fox and a snack plate donated by Vivian
Roubal. It was won by DJ West. The second drawing was
the left over Decoart Traditions paint from Jillybean’s
Santa and Blitzen seminar. The lucky winner was Merlene

The annual January Crabfeed will be held the end of
January, 2017. Any raffle/silent auction items donated for
this main fundraiser for the preschool would be very much
appreciated.
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the January 21, 2017 giraffe class to be taught by Carolyn
Silvas, a list of scheduled conventions throughout the year,
and a list of other items to discuss at this meeting.

Painted items and gift baskets have been a big hit in the
past. This is another way we can show our appreciation
for the church allowing us to use the meeting room. The
items should be brought to the January meeting.

Cruise in November – Jann Otvos provided preliminary
information she obtained from Cruise Adventures in
Walnut Creek regarding a 3-day weekend cruise on
Carnival to Catalina and Ensenada, Mexico or a 4-day
cruise on Carnival or Princess Lines. She provided
approximate costs ($400 to $600) and other fees charged.
There is no fee for the travel agency. They would make
the arrangements and include a flyer at no cost. Princess
would depart from San Francisco ($800 to $1200) and go
to Ensenada, Mexico via Santa Barbara and San Diego. A
bus could be hired to transport participants from Concord
to San Francisco for an additional fee. Mid November is
the best time for Princess and reservations would be
needed by February. Carnival makes the trip frequently.
Jann will obtain more cost and sign-up information.

If you have any questions, please let me know. Thank you
very much!
Darlene

NEWSLETTER
Trish Bertolucci
All Chapter members are welcome to submit painting or
craft related articles for the newsletter. Send the articles to
me via e-mail. The deadline for newsletter

articles is the last day of each month.
I try my best to keep up to date on member’s email
addresses. However, if you are not receiving your
newsletter notification, please contact me as I may have
old or incorrect information. Please send any e-mail or
address changes to me at TBTNewsletter@comcast.net.

2017 Calendar –It was agreed to have three Saturday
meetings in 2017 – March 18, May 20 and September 9. If
a business meeting is needed it will be held the first 30
minutes. Cathy will contact Loretta Mateik about the BBQ
in July. August 26 is the Bunco fundraiser and Liz Little
will be contacted about renting the Plumbers’ Hall in
Martinez. The Christmas dinner will be held on December
19, location to be determined. The 2018 Planning Meeting
will be held on November 12, 2017. We will continue to
meet on the third Tuesday. Ideas for the location of the
Christmas dinner were discussed. La Veranda in Clayton
was discussed but parking is not good and it is expensive.
Cathy will talk to Vivian Roubal who has suggestions for
Martinez restaurants.

Note: The following is our policy regarding the
method by which you will receive your newsletter:
If you have Internet access, you will be receiving an
email to let you know that the current month’s newsletter
is available online at our website www.tollbridgetolers.org
You will need to log onto the website and read or print the
newsletter from there. If you need assistance, please
contact Trish Bertolucci at TBTNewsletter@comcast.net
or Loretta Mateik at lmateik@comcast.net. You must
have Adobe Acrobat Reader to access and print your
newsletter. There are instructions on our website which
will allow you to receive your FREE copy of Acrobat
Reader.
If you do not have Internet access, you have the option of
receiving your newsletter via the mail or as an email
attachment. You need to let me know if you choose either
of these options.

Ornament Exchanges – Will be held for Easter, Halloween
and Christmas. Discussion followed on the items to be
exchanged. It was agreed they are to be hand painted and
small enough to fit in a lunch size brown paper bag.
Membership – Discussion followed regarding options for
non-members attending meetings and classes. It was
agreed a non-member may attend two meetings without
paying. A non-member could attend two special events but
would pay the non-member fee of $5.00.
Goals for 2017 – Community Projects - Continue painting
memory boxes, refurbish the mural wall at the County
Hospital, and work on the lily pads for a children’s
hospital. It was suggested doing these or canvas bags as a
Saturday program. Trish has not been able to connect with
her contact at the Children’s Hospital for the lily pads and
Cathy will look into other pediatric hospitals. Ideas for
projects to do at meetings will be requested.

TOLL BRIDGE TOLERS
PLANNING MEETING MINUTES
First Lutheran Church, Concord, CA
November 13, 2016

New Members – Discussion followed on what we can do
to attract and keep new members. It was suggested using
some of our charity money to subsidize the SDP
membership dues for one year only for a new member as
an incentive to join. It was felt we need to re-educate
people about what we are – not just tole painters, but

Present: Cathy McCaughey, Darlene Smith, Luci Flynn,
Trish Bertolucci, Merlene Ryan, Karen Vecchi, Marianne
Simpson, Jann Otvos, Barbara Bouchet
Cathy McCaughey called the meeting to order at 1:07 pm.
She passed out a list of important dates for 2017 including
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Christmas Dinner: Karen reminded us the dinner is
December 13 at Mangia Bene in Martinez and checks need
to be sent to Cathy McCaughey by December 6. The cost
is $30 per person and beverages are extra.

decorative painters. We could put a larger sign in our
library displays.
Special Drawings – Merlene has the left-over Traditions
paints from Jillybean’s class and it was agreed to hold a
separate special drawing for the paints at the next meeting,
in addition to the normal special drawing. These tickets
will be sold for $1.00 each.

First Lutheran Church Fundraisers: Darlene Smith
thanked everyone for the many donations brought tonight
for the December 10 Breakfast with Santa and the January,
2017 crab feed. Additional crab feed donations may be
brought to the January TBT meeting.

2017 Budget – Jann reviewed the proposed budget item by
item and will present the finalized budget to the members
for approval. She noted she is waiting for expenses from
Connie Oakley for Bunco and the anniversary party. She
noted our SDP insurance cost is based on the number of
our members.

Membership: Karen advised 25 members have renewed.
National dues must be paid by November or will go up $5.
Discussion followed regarding the chapter paying the $30
first time SDP membership dues for one year as an
incentive to attract new members. Merlene Ryan felt this
would encourage her class members to join. They would
need to pay the $15 TBT membership dues. It was noted
the chapter meets three times a year on Saturday. Luci
Flynn moved that the chapter pay the SDP
membership dues of $30 for new members for the first
year for 2017. Trish Bertolucci seconded the motion.
The motion carried.

NCCC – There will not be a retreat this year. The hotel is
requesting a $30,000 guarantee which is not doable. We
do not have a representative for next year and NCCC is
aware of that.
The meeting adjourned at 3:00 pm.

TOLL BRIDGE TOLERS GENERAL
MEETING MINUTES

Treasurer’s Report: Jann Otvos passed out the 2017
proposed budget and reviewed it. She noted all expenses
for Bunco and the 20th Anniversary Party have not been
received to date. There are no changes except the mileage
expense to attend NCCC meetings has been deleted as we
do not have representatives attending the meetings. Trish
Bertolucci moved we accept the 2017 budget. Barbara
Bouchet seconded the motion. The motion carried.

First Lutheran Church, Concord, CA
November 15, 2016
Please Note: Due to the 2017 Planning meeting held on
Sunday, November 13, 2016, the Board meeting for
November 15, 2016 was cancelled.
The meeting was called to order at 7:01 pm by Acting
President Karen Vecchi with a quorum present. The
minutes of the October meeting were approved as
published in the November newsletter (Shirley Irwin/Sally
Colclough).

Ways and Means: Trish advised there are two special
drawing prizes this evening. Vivian Roubal has donated a
basket with several metal items and Merlene has the
leftover Traditions paints from the Jillybean seminar. The
basket tickets are $3 each and the paint tickets are $1 per
ticket.

New Members/Guests: Barbara Bouchet introduced her
guest Debbie Trapp who is joining, D.J.West introduced
her fiancé David Davis, and Jeannie Press was introduced
who joined this evening. Per Karen, Janet McCarthy has
sent in her membership.

Hospitality: Barbara Bouchet will seek volunteers to bring
beverages/ice/snacks to the January meeting.
Seminars: Merlene Ryan announced the Carolyn Silvas
giraffe project of reverse painting on Plexiglas is Saturday,
January 21, 2017 at the church location. The registration
form is in the November newsletter and the fee covers all
supplies and paint. She needs a final count by early
January and the deposit.

Presentation of Charity Checks: Sister Ann was presented
with a check for $775 for the Bay Area Crisis Nursery.
She described the program which provides short term
respite care and crisis services for families. Jeanie Strech
donated baby blankets and clothes to the program.

Awards and Recognition: Shirley Irwin presented awards
to Karen Vecchi (2), Merlene Ryan (2) and Marianne
Simpson.

Spiderman Ricky Mena accepted a check for $775 for the
Heart of a Hero program. He described the origin of the
program noting that he has visited children nationwide and
parts of Canada. The program has a social media presence
and pictures will be posted. Donations are used for toys
and his travel expenses.

Community Service: Liz Little is still trying to contact the
County Hospital regarding the wall mural.
Bunco: Karen announced Liz Little has reserved the
Plumbers’ Hall for our August 26, 2017 Bunco fundraiser.

A check for $300 was presented previously to First
Lutheran Church for use of their facilities for our
meetings.
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Christmas Party Ornament Exchange: Karen announced
the ornaments are to be handmade and fit in a small lunch
size brown paper bag. Lisa Schall commented that two
years ago we donated toilet paper at the Christmas dinner
for Battered Women. Last year we donated new,
unwrapped toys for the Heart of a Hero program and she
recommended we do the toy donations again this year.
Please bring the new, unwrapped toys to the Christmas
Dinner.

SUNSHINE
Holley Yarberry

Announcements: Liz Doran brought a copy of the
Brentwood News with an article about the “A Place of
Learning” tutoring program, an inspirational program
helped in the past by our donations

December 2016 Birthdays
Marianne Simpson

Jeanie Strech brought a basket of free cornucopias and
some Bunco donations for next year.

12/21

January 2017 Birthdays
Jo Iaconis
Loretta Mateik

Special Drawings: (1) The basket from Vivian was won
by D. J. West. (2) The Traditions paints were won by
Merlene Ryan.

01/01
01/14

I would also like to thank Jan Otvos for supplying me with
some of the card stock for the cards

The meeting adjourned at 7:48 pm to D. J. West’s
snowman ornament painting project.

The best way to contact me is either on my cell # (925)
890-7691 & leave a message or to send me an email at
L.yarberry42@comcast.net as I may be traveling.

2017 MEETING DATES
Mark your calendars for next year!

Holley

Tuesday meetings - Board meeting 6:45 pm, General
meeting 7:00 – 9:00 pm
TuesdayTuesdaySaturday TuesdaySaturday TuesdaySaturday TuesdaySunday
Tuesday-

January 17
February 21
March 18 10:00 am – 4:00 pm
April 18
May 20 10:00 am – 4:00 pm
June 20
September 9 10:00 am – 4:00 pm
October 17
November 12
2018 Planning
Meeting 1:00 – 4:00 pm
November 21

HOSPITALITY
Barbara Bouchet
Thank you all for the wonderful participation for all of
2016. I can't believe it’s about to end. Our Christmas party
is December 13th.See you there. I will be calling to have
your help for January's meeting snacks and
beverages. thanks again!!!

Notes: All meetings are at First Lutheran Church, 4000
Concord Blvd., Concord, in the Education Room.

Barbara

No meeting in July - (BBQ in Petaluma - Date TBD)
No meeting in August – (Bunco Fundraiser on 8/26).
No meeting in December – (Christmas Dinner on 12/19 Location to be determined).
If a meeting is included in a Saturday meeting, it will be
held first for 30 minutes before the project starts.
Note the September Saturday meeting is on the second
Saturday. All other Saturday meetings are on the third
Saturday.

TBT IMPORTANT DATES
Tuesday, December 13th 6:30pm Christmas Dinner
(Christmas Ornament exchange)
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2017 IMPORTANT DATES
January 21, 2017- Caroyln Silvas Giraffe Seminar First
Luthern Church, Concord CA
May 16-20, 2017 SDP’s International Conference and
Expo, Daytona Beach, Florida
September 13-17 2017- Paint a Season of Memories
Reginal Conference and Expo Portland, Oregon

The purpose of the society is a central dissemination point for information
about activities related to decorating painting; raise and maintain a high
standard for the art of decorative painting; and stimulate interest in and
appreciation for the art form.

Notice: First Lutheran church is collecting foodstuffs year
round for Project Share. Any donations would be
welcome. Contact Darlene Smith for details.

EXECUTIVE BOARD OFFICERS

TIPS, HINTS AND HELPS
TRADING POST

President
1st V.P., Prog.
2nd V.P., Mem.

This portion of the newsletter is to help out our fellow
painters with hints, tips, shortcuts or whatever we can
share to help each other become better painters! If you find
something that helped you, send it to Trish Bertolucci at
berts4@comcast.net and she will make sure it goes into the
newsletter the following month! We can always use a little
help.

Secretary
Treasurer
Newsletter
Ways & Means

We had some yummy snacks at our November meeting
and quite a few members requested Liz Doran’s Pumpkin
Oat Pie Squares. Here is the recipe:

Cathy McCaughey
925-682-5311
Cbrazil73@aol.com
Tamara Mannon
925-676-5492
temann@att.net
Karen Vecchi
925-228-0409
Karenvecchi@sbcglobal.net
Darlene Smith
925-689-8557
dsmit@astound.net
Jann Otvos
925-706-8365
jjotvos@comcast.net
Trish Bertolucci
925- 625-1439
TBTNewsletter@comcast.net
Trish Bertolucci
925-625-1439
berts4@comcast.net

Committee Chairpersons
N.C.C.C. Rep.
Connie Oakley
925-825-3851
Oakley1@llnl.gov
Karen Vecchi
925-228-0409
Karenvecchi@sbcglobal.net
Roz Borgerson
925-825-6547
Rogerroz1@astound.net
Sunshine
Holley Yarberry
L.Yarberry42@comcast.net
925 686-9072
Handbook
Karen Vecchi
925 228-0409
karenvecchi@sbcglobal.net

1 Cup Flour
1/2 Cup Quick cooking oats
1/2 Cup brown sugar
1/2 cold butter cut into pieces
1- 15 oz pureed pumpkin
1- 12 oz can evaporated milk
2 eggs
3/4 cup sugar
1/2 tsp salt
1 tsp cinnamon
1/4 tsp cloves
1/2 chopped chopped pecans
1/2 cup brown sugar
2 TBS butter

Historian

Loretta Mateik

Seminars/Paint-in

Merlene Ryan
925-754-7997
r.merlene@yahoo.com
Vivian Roubal
925-216-8761
mrsroubal@hotmail.com
Shirley Irwin
925-354-8943

Rewards &
Recognition
County Fair

Preheat oven to 350 degrees. In a large bowl, combine the
flour, oats, brown sugar and butter. Rub between your
fingers or use two forks to mix until crumbly. Press into an
ungreased 9X13 pan and bake for 15 minutes.
While the crust is baking, prepare the filling. In a large
bowl, combine the pumpkin, evaporated milk, eggs, sugar,
salt, cinnamon and cloves. Beat until smooth and well
blended. Pour over the baked crust. Bake at 350 for 20
minutes. During that time, make the topping by combining
the pecans, brown sugar and butter in a bowl. Mix the
topping using your hands until the topping resembles
coarse crumbs. Sprinkle the topping over the pumpkin
mixture and bake again for 15-20 minutes or until the
filling is set. Let cool completely before cutting into
squares.

707-782-1082

Luci Flynn
925-516-6449
lucimarie@yahoo.com
Karen Vecchi
925-228-0409
karenvecchi@sbcglobal.net

Librarian

Jann Otvos
925-706-8365
jjotvos@comcast.net
Community Projects Roz Borgerson
925-825-6547
Rogerroz1@astound.net
Parliamentarian
Karen Vecchi
925-228-0409
jjotvos@comcast.net
Publicity
Lisa Schall
925-634-4552
Tjschall01@yahoo.com
Hospitality
Barbara Bouchet
925-682-5312
Audret9@hotmail.com
Nominating
Luci Flynn
925-516-6449
lucimarie@yahoo.com
Decorative Painting Suzanne Olson
925-682-7757
Month –Central Cty ruffxing5@comcast.net
East CountyCathy McCaughey
925-682-5311
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Website

Cbrazil73@aol.com
Loretta Mateik
lmateik@comcast.net

707-782-1082

The costs of advertising in this newsletter are as follows:

Business card
1/4 Page
1/2 Page
Full Page
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Monthly

Yearly

Member
Non Member
Member
Non Member

$ 4.00
5.00
7.50
10.00

20.00
25.00
37.50
50.00

Member
Non Member
Member
Non Member

10.00
15.00
15.00
20.00

50.00
75.00
75.00
100.00

Registration Form for Carolyn Silvas Seminar
Reverse painting on Plexi-glass- Giraffes

Date: Saturday, Jan 21, 2017
Time: To be announced (probably 10 to 4ish)
Location—our regular meeting room at First Lutheran Church, Concord CA
Cost---$58.00 – ($20.00 deposit with sign up)
Seminar cancellation deadline –January 3, 2017. Please send your deposit
before this, if at all possible. Last minute sign-ups and final NO exceptions
deadline—January 13th! Remainder of fee is due before class starts. No refunds
unless class is cancelled. You may transfer to another person if you need to
cancel.
Surface: Included in fee.
Lunch will be a pot luck potato bar. You will be contacted for your donation.
Questions? Email or call me- r.merlene@yahoo.com 925-754-7997
Name:_________________________________
E-mail:_____________________________________
Phone:_____________________________________
$ Amount Enclosed________________$ Amount due later_______
Make checks payable to Toll Bridge Tolers and mail to Merlene Ryan, 3005
Monroe Ct., Antioch, CA 94509.
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TOLL BRIDGE TOLERS
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 2017
Dues are $15 per Year, payable October 1, and delinquent November 1
SDP#___________________

Birth Month and Day_______________________

Name: _____________________________________________________________________________
Address_____________________________________________________________________________
City______________________________________________State____________Zip______________
Phones: Home (
Work (
Fax (

)________________________ Cell (

)_______________________________

)_______________________Email ____________________________________________
)_________________________

For Emergencies only Health Issues_______________________________________________________
Medication pertinent to health issues______________________________________________________
Emergency Contact Name_________________________________relationship____________________
Home phone____________________ Cell_________________________
Are you a new Member Yes____ No_____
Are you a member of another chapter Yes_____No_____ Name________________________________
Are you a teacher________________ Medium______________________________________________

Your cancelled check is your receipt of dues payment.
You must be a member of the Society of Decorative Artist, info on www.decorativepainters.org
Current SDP membership card or SDP E-mail must accompany this application form and return to:

Toll Bridge Tolers
P. O. Box 2671
Martinez, Ca. 94553
Date received__________________
Check #______________________
Cash_________________________

OK to publish: Yes or NO
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