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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

Jann Otvos

Wow! | continue to be blown away by the talent,
originality and generosity of our members. Each time we
have an exchange, | walk around the room in amazement
as| look at theitemsthat were hidden in those brown bags.
In true gift giving spirit, time and thought is put into each
offering and theresults are little works of art. Those who
did not have the time to paint have taken time to shop for a
gem. Sometimesit ishard for new painters and/or new
membersto feel securein participating for the first time,
but rest assured, Ladies, your pieces were wonderful!
Hopefully we all took the timeto properly acknowledge
the donor of the treasure we were lucky enough to get. As
an astute member said to me: “It isnot about what you
get, but what you are able to give with your egg/ornament:
asmile, akind word of encouragement, and a heartfelt
thank you”. Pleasevisit the TBT website and enjoy the
picture array Loretta has posted.

After being gone for the past week, my postal carrier
welcomed me home with abox full of mail. Hiding under
all of the*junk” mail, | was pleased to find my Contra
Costa County Fair premium book. We are all dismayed by
the lack of good local painting supply sources and having
to shop online and paying shipping for our painting needs.
The plain fact is that there needs to be more demand for
painting supplies before there will be more stores. One
very effective way that we can attract more interest in our
craft isto exhibit our work at fairs. Through our exhibits
we can creste interest in those who want to learn, and we
can also attract new club members from those who have
painted for years but did not know about our chapter. A
strong chapter provides a unified voice which can lead to
community awareness. Exhibited items don’t have to be
“masterpieces’. Infact, it is often the smpler items that

will give the non-painter the courageto learn. As painters,
we all have different tastes, paint at different levels and
enjoy different surfaces. This diversity will make the fair
display therich cross section which best represents us as
the painting community.

| was asked to share my “Pass It On Card” verse —so here
goes:

The messageis sincere and true

We hopeit will bring somejoy to you.

When your time of need is through

Please pass it on to someone new.

Fed freeto useit in your “Paint for Freedom” cards. |
placed it on inside left of the card. Happy painting!

Jann

PROGRAMS
Connie Oakley

1% Vice President
Thank you all who participated in our Easter Exchange and
Potato Bar. This meeting is aways so much fun and we
have a great turn out for the festivities. The thought and
time put into making these treasures is truly appreciated
and great fun to see what everyone comes up with.
Anocther great year, keep up the eggceptional work!

The Program for April’s meeting will be taught by Liz
Doran and will be an envelope that can be used for gift
cards, money gifts and small cards. The envelope will be
decorated by stamping and using acrylic paint and pen to
create a watercolor style. Supplies you will need to bring:
See through or metal ruler, sharp paper scissors, sharp
pencil, Black ultra-fine point permanent marker, good #4
or #5 round brush and your regular painting supplies. The
cost of the project will be $1.00.




The Program for May's meeting is shown below and will
be taught by Jeanie Strech. There will be prep work that is
needed to be done before our May meeting. The wood
will be handed out a our April meeting so you have time
to do your prep. If you have not notified me that you
would like a project piece, please do so as soon as possible
so Jeanie can have an accurate count.

MEMBERSHIP

Jeanie Strech
2" Vice President

WOW, we sure had a great turn out for our Easter Egg
Exchange and potato bar. 34 members assembled to have
awonderful evening - eating, talking and exchanging grest
painted gifts.

| want to commend each of you for coming out and adding
to the enjoyment of the evening. It wasterrific seeing
some old familiar faces.

SDP is offering a new member kit so encourage some of
your painting palswho do not belong to National or our
TBT Chapter to join and become one of the painting sisters
across the nation. We need to perpetuate our love for
painting and creativity. | know DJand her fair volunteers
do agreat job at fair timewith demonstrations and classes
for adults and children.

Keep up the great work of painting, volunteering and
coming to the meetings

Respectfully submitted,
Jeanie Strech
2nd VP/Membership
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=" Seminars-PAINT-INS
Roz Borgerson and Connie Oakley

Paint-in: Christmas Basket Ornament taught by Jeanie
Strech.

May 2, 2010

1:00 p.m.

Plumbers Hall, Martinez

This ornament was part of our Ornament Frenzy in
October 2009 that Jeanie was unabl e to teach.

Paint-in: Ferdinand and Croak — Designed by Janet
Mordand

Taught by Merlene Ryan

June 26, 2010

9:00 am.

Plumbers Hall, Martinez

NCCC UPDATE
Jann Otvos, Karen Vecchi, Barbara Flavin

Nothing new to report. All previoudly reported information
regarding the NCCC Retreat isthe same. (Editor’s Note)



NCCC DECORATIONS

COMMITTEE
Jeanie Strech

The next NCCC Paint/In will be held on April 24" at
Jeani€ s placein Windsor. Most of the painting was
completed at the March 20" get together but we still have
some other craft projects that need to be completed.

Place: Jeanie Strech’ shouse
7755 Hembree Lane
Windsor, CA 95492
Time:  10:00to 4:00
Bring your bag lunch and | will provide dessert and drinks.

I’ll have more information on the projects we need to work
on at the April TBT meeting on April 20™.

Hope to see you on the 24th

CONTRA COSTA COUNTY FAIR

June 3,4,5,6
http://www.contr acostafair .com/

Hi all,
Mark your calendars! The dates for the County Fair are
Thursday through Sunday, June 3,4,5,6.

Start thinking about what you can enter, it islots of fun to
see your work on display and to show our community what
we can do, and learn to do. Spread the joy of painting.
Thank you all, for al your help in the past, and to all of

Contra Costa County Dates
Deadlines

0 May 4 Formsand Entry Fees must be
received, postmarked deadline

o0 May 9 submitted online deadline

0 May 16 Hand Delivered entries 11:00a.m. -
5:00p.m.

0 May 17 Hand Delivered entries 3:00p.m. -
7:00p.m.

0 June7 Pick up Exhibits 10:00a.m. — 8:00p.m.
0 June 8 Pick up Exhibits 11:00 am. — 7:00 p.m.

Lalifornid
alile Fir
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Calif. State Fair Creative ArtsExhibit Calendar
(key dates only)
0 April 16 Summary Forms and Entry Fees must be
received, postmarked or submitted online.
0 April 21 Signature Acquisition Form Due for on-
line entries.
0 May 14 Shipped Entries Due by 4:30 pm
0 May 14 Hand Delivered entries, Expo Center -
Building 8, 12 noon to 6 pm
0 May 15 Hand Delivered entries, Expo Center -
Building 8, 9amto | pm
0 May 19 Creative Arts Closed Judging
0 June4 Pick up non-selected entries, Expo Center
- Building 8, 12 noon to 6 pm
June 5 Pick up non-selected entries, Expo Center
- Building 8, 9am | pm
TBA Award Ceremony
July 14 Cdlifornia State Fair Opens
August | California State Fair Closes
August 6 Pick up Exhibits - Expo Center -
Building 8, 12 noon to 6 pm
August 7 Pick up Exhibits - Expo Center -
Building 8, 9amto| pm
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http://www.bigfun.or a/index.asp

News

The California State Fair moved it’s dates; we will now
open July 14 and run through August 1, 2010.

Tell your family, neighbors and friends we have moved
our dates. We would missyou if you were not there.
Look for the 2010 Creative Arts Handbook it on our
website late December 2009.

QUESTIONS? PLEASE CONTACT:

@ California Exposition & State Fair
P.O. Box 15649. Sacramento, CA 95852
Entry Office entrvoffice@cal exno.com
Nancy Emelio ncmelio@calexoo.com
(916) 263-3134

Thank you, DJ


http://www.contracostafair.com/
http://www.bigfun.org/index.asp
mailto:entrvoffice@calexno.com
mailto:ncmelio@calexoo.com

W\NAYS & MEANS

Liz Doran

Saturday, August 28th, 2010 is the date for our 4™ annual
Charity Bunko fundraiser.

Theme: Hawaiian Beach Party
Time and Place: 11:30 AM, Plumbers Hall in Martinez
Tickets: $25.00 non refundable.

Luncheon: Salad — desserts: cookies - drinks. Rose Marie
will be calling you to find out what you would like to
bring.

For the raffle we need hand painted pieces, any size, wood,
glass, fabric etc. If you have another talent and would like
to donate a piece, that's fine also. Please, no bare wood or
painting supplies.

Thanks to everyone who answered my call for baskets!
If you have any questions, give me acall.

Liz Doran
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qﬁ; COMMUNITY PROJECT
AND ELECTION FUNDRAISER

Merlene Ryan

Thank you to everyone who stepped forward to volunteer!

TOLL BRIDGE TOLERSBOARD

MEETING
Firgt Lutheran Church, Concord, CA
March 16, 2010

PRESENT: Darlene Smith, Connie Oakley, Karen Vecchi,
Liz Doran, Rose Marie Roza, Jann Otvos, Lisa Schall, D.
J. West, Roz Borgerson, Shirley Irwin, Marianne Simpson,
Jeanie Strech

The meeting was called to order by President Jann Otvos
at 7:06 p.m. The agendafor the genera meeting to follow

was reviewed and finalized. Connie Oakley will discuss
paint-ins, Jeanie Strech will comment on new member
packets from SDP, D. J. West will report on the County
and State Fairs and Karen Vecchi will give an update on
NCCC.

Jann advised Marianne Simpson ordered pal ette paper
from Arlene Linton after Arlene's seminar on February 20
asrequested by several members. The wrong items were
sent (brush cleaners) and Arlenetold her to keep them and
use them to benefit the club and she will send the correct
items. The Board decided to draw names for these items
in addition to the normal special drawing.

The meeting adjourned at 7:10 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Darlene Smith, Secretary

TOLL BRIDGE TOLERS GENERAL
MEETING

Firg Lutheran Churd1
March 16, 2010

The meeting was preceded by a potato bar dinner. The
meeting was called to order by President Jann Otvos at
8:15 pm. With aquorum present. The minutes of the
February meeting were approved as corrected (Lisa Schall
was present at the Board meeting) and printed in the
March newdetter (Luci Flynn/Becky Nivolo). The
Treasurer's report was available for review.

Jeanie Strech brought plastic eggs for all memberswith a
prizein one. D'Ann Hayes drew the winning egg and
received a beautifully painted Leprechaun from Jeanie.

Correspondence:

1. Information wasreceived on the SDP conference.
Merlene Ryan will attend and may represent the
Chapter.

2. TheRhode Island chapter is doing “Freedom to
Paint” cards for our troops. Jann has painted five
and had extras for membersto paint. Half of the
cardswill be digtributed nationwide by the Rhode
Idand Chapter and the other half will be
distributed locally. D. J. West has six of the SDP
website designs on her computer and will share



with interested members.
3. Jann passed out service pin hangers for those who
needed one.

2010 Charities:

Three charities were nominated: Bay Area Crisis Nursery,
Meals on Wheels and the Contra Costa Food Bank. A
ballot was taken and Bay Area Crisis Nursery and Meals
on Wheels were sel ected.

Committee Reports:

Bunco: Liz Doran advised she isreceiving baskets for the
Bunco fundraiser to be held on August 28 at the Plumbers
Hall in Martinez. ThethemeisHawaiian and she needs
painted pieces and other items for raffle prizes. Liz aso
advised members of mechanical fabric pensfor drawing on
patterns. They arein the quilting section at Joanne's and
comein whiteonly.

NCCC: Karen Vecchi advised ameeting was held last
Saturday. If you attended the 2008 Knocti conference you
can get a coupon for $20 off the registration fee for this
year's conference. This coupon expires March 31. The
Northern California Chapter wants to schedule Maureen
McNaughton February 10-12, 2011 in Livermore. Please
let Karen know if you are interested in attending.

Paint-ins: Connie Oakley discussed the Halloween
ornament exchange. Members also want to paint at that
meeting and it was felt thiswould be too time consuming
for aregular meeting night. Connie suggested the October
meeting be held on a Saturday to do both. October 23
was suggested and Connie will follow up on the meeting
location.

Merlene Ryan will teach amoose wreath project in June.
The cost will be $30 (including the wood) plus any rent
cost. Merlene may also teach afabric painting project with
the date to be determined.

Jeanie Strech will teach a Santa project at the May meeting
and needs to know how many will be participating so she
has enough surfaces. These will be passed out at the April
meeting for prep work.

Please let Jann know if you want a surface.

Membership: Jeanie advised we now have 72 members
and 34 are present tonight. She will have another NCCC
centerpiece paint-in at her home on March 20. She
advised SDP has put together new member packets
including paints, brushes and other painting supplies.
Jeanie passed out a few updated rosters and advised she
will be changing her e-mail address again.

County and State Fairs D. J. asked membersto sign up to
work at the County Fair June 3-6. She had informational
packets available. County Fair entries are due by April 16
and May 4 for the State Fair. Onlineregidration is
available. She announced the painting schedule for the
fair. Jann advised adrawing will be held for a starter kit
for an adult participant.

Memory Boxes: Merlene received three painted memory
boxesthisevening A former member (Roxie Fechtner) is
also painting boxes. Merlene brought aflyer for aline
drawing class to be held in Concord September 17-19.
Theteacher is Mike Sibley from London. The Northwest
Tolers conference in Seattle is September 22-26 and
several TBT members are attending.

Special Drawing: Marianne Simpson ordered gray palette
paper from Arlene Linton following her seminar on
February 20 as requested by several members. Arlene sent
Dove Scrubby brush cleanersin error and told Marianneto
keep them to benefit the Chapter and she will send the
palette paper. The Board agreed to include them in the
Special Drawing this evening. The drawing was an Easter
basket prepared by Liz Doran and Rose Marie Roza.
Marianne Simpson won the basket. The brush cleaners
were won by Eileen Galea, Genie Miller, Carrie Garrett,
D'Ann Hayes, Carrie Rice, Sue Lane, Becky Nivolo and
Darlene Smith.

The meeting was adjourned at 9:15 pm to the Easter egg
exchange.

Respectfully submitted,
Darlene Smith, Secretary

NEWSLETTER

Marianne Simpson

el
Y Note: Thefollowing isour palicy regarding

the method by which you will receive your newsletter:

If you have I nter net access, you will bereceiving an
email tolet you know that the current month’ s newd etter
isavailable online at our website -
www.tollbridgetolersorg

Y ou will need to log onto the website and read or print
the newdletter from there.  If you need assistance, please
contact Marianne Simpson at mar itoler @comcast.net or
Loretta Mateik at [mateik @comcast.net. Y ou must have
Adobe Acrobat Reader to access and print your newsl etter.
There areinstructions on our website which will allow you
to receive your FREE copy of Acrobat Reader

If you do not have Internet access, you have the

option of receiving your newsdl etter viathe mail or as an

///////



http://www.tollbridgetolers.org
mailto:maritoler@comcast.net
mailto:lmateik@comcast.net

email attachment. Y ou need to let me know if you choose
either of these options.

“THE TRADING POST”

Swap Meet: Thefollowing members have duplicate
books or pattern packets that they would like to trade:

Tamara Mannon ~ temann@att.net
Marianne Simpson ~ maritol er@comcast.net

If interested, please contact them. If anyone else has
anything they would like to trade, please let me know and |
will list your name in next month’s “Trading Post” so you
can contact each other.

If you have something you would liketo sdll, trade or give
away; or if you have arecipe or idea you want to share,
just send me an email with your tips, recipes, questions,
comments or wish listsand I'll publish them in the
newdetter. It’ sthat easy but the only way this feature
worksiswith YOUR input. So please, send your emailsto
maritol er@comcast.net.

Thanks,
Marianne Simpson

ARTSAND CRAFTS

Marianne Simpson

April 10 and 11, 2010: Crossroads Street Faire
Manteca, Cdifornia

Location: Downtown

Website: www.visitmanteca.org

Hours: 10am-6pm

Details: Enjoy a wonderful event on the tree-lined streets
of downtown Manteca. Over 400 arts crafts, food and
entertainment.

April 24 and 25, 2010: Walnut Creek Sidewalk Fine
Art Fest

Walnut Creek, Cdlifornia

Location: Cypress, Locust & Main Streets

Website: www.pacificfinearts.com

Hours: Fri & Sat 10am-6pm, Sun 10am-5pm

Details: The 63rd Semi-Annual event lines the sidewalks
of downtown Walnut Creek, and has been ranked as one of
the top 100 outdoor fine art shows in the country.

If anyone knows of any other craft fairs or events coming
up, please pass the information ontome so | can listitin
the upcoming Newsdletters. Thanks

SUNSHINE

GenieMiller

April

4/5 Diana Cuva

417 Sue Lane

4/8 Sonia Wilkinson
4/16 Karen Fuller
4/18 Karen Vecchi

May

5/10  Jacqueline D’ Annuzio
5/13  Robin Achterberg
5/14  Patricia Brookshire
5/15  Karolyn Reed

5/24  Connie Oakley

If the letter carrier doesn’t deliver your birthday card, or if
you know of someonein need of alittle “ Sunshine”, please
let me know.

Thanks,
Genie Miller, Sunshine

HOSPITALITY

Barbara Bouchet
Snacks. Lucille Hart, Carrie Garrett and Liz Little
Beverages: Tamara Mannon, Eileen Galea and Jann Otvos
Ice: Darlene

Thanks, Barbara Bouchet, Hospitality.


mailto:temann@att.net
mailto:maritoler@comcast.net
mailto:maritoler@comcast.net
http://www.visitmanteca.org
http://www.pacificfinearts.com

Handbook Karen Vecchi 925-228-0409
karenvecchi @sbcglobal .net

Historian Loretta Mateik 707-782-1082
~ Purpose _ _ _ Imateik @comcast. net
The purpose of the society isa central dissemination point for information SeminargPaint-in  Roz Borgerson 925-825-6547
about activitiesrelated to decorating painting; raise and maintain a high Rogerrozl @astound.net
standard for the art of decorative painting; and stimulateinterest in and Connie Oakley 925-825-3851
appreciation for theart form. Oakley1@linl.gov
Rewards & Shirley Irwin 925-458-3454
Recognition shirleyirwin@sbcal obal .net
_ _ _ _ County Fair DJWest 925-679-0676
Notice: First Lutheran church is collecting foodstuffs year debrwst@aol.com
round for Project Share.  Any donations would be Librarian I[ECI ItlsezHaar; i 925-672-4169
H H ar @ ound.n
welcome. Contact Darlene Smith for details. Community Projects Merlene Ryan 925.754.7997
Merlenery@comecast.net
Parliamentarian Connie Oakley 925-825-3851
Oakleyl@linl.gov
Publicity Tamara Mannon 925-676-5492
EXECUTIVE BOARD OFFICERS temann@attnt
President Jann Otvos 925-706-8365 Hospitality iﬁgﬂg g)%‘t:pni” com 9256825312
Jiotvosi@oomcast.net Nominati Lisa Schall T 925.609-4226
1%V.P, Prog. Connie Oakley 925-825-3851 ominating Tiahall 01 @vahoo.com
oakley1@linl.gov Ve Painti - ' _430-
2V.P., Mem. Jeanie Strech 707-838-6489 ,\D/I%Crirha_'vsaza'g&”g i“];’c'oi‘;’gn@' oot net 925-432-6832
Secretary 3;1'5”6 airg'tfz i 925-689-8557 Decorative Painting  Vivian Roubal 925-216-8761
gdsmit@astound.net Month —Central Cty ~msroubal @hotmail.com
Treasurer Karen Vecchi 925-228-0409 Website Loretta Mateik 707-782-1082
Karenvecchi @sbcgl obal .net Imateik @comcast.net
News etter Marianne Simpson 925-754-1362 *
maritol er @comcast.net
Ways& M LizD 925-634-5137 .. . .
ayse Means 1z boran The costs of advertising in this newsletter are as follows:
Monthly Yearly
_ _ Business card Member $ 4.00 20.00
Committee Chair per sons Non Member 5.00 25.00
N.C.C.C. Rep. Jann Otvos 925-706-8365 1/4Page Member 750 3750
jjotvos@comcast.net - -
Karen Vecchi 925-228-0400 Non Member 10.00 50.00
karenvecchi @shcglobal .net 1/2Page Member 10.00 50.00
Barbara Flavin 925-779-9596 Non Member 15.00 75.00
hl pinghand@aol.com - -
Sunshine Genie Miller 510-223-5148 Full Page Member 15.00 75.00
millereugenia@att.net Non Member 20.00 100.00
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THE TOLL BRIDGE TOLERS
Are Proud To Present

Merlene Ryan

June 26, 2010
Plumbers Hall
1308 ROMAN WAY, MARTINEZ, CA
9:00 AM -4 PM
Ferdinand and Croak by Janet Moreland

REGISTRATION FORM

NAME:

ADDRESS:

CITY/ZIP:

TELEPHONE: EMAIL ADDRESS:

REGISTRATION FEES: Thispaint-in isoffered for Toll Bridge Tolers or NCCC members. If you are anon-member, then please
add $5.00. Regidtration feesare listed below. Registration isdue by Friday, June 4, 2010. If you have any questions, please
contact Roz Borgerson at (925) 825-6547 or email rogerrozl@astound.net; or Connie Oakley at (925) 423-0704 or email

oakleyl@lInl.gov.

REGISTRATION FEES TOLL BRIDGE TOLERY NON TOLL BRIDGE

NCCC MEMBERS TOLERSNCCC MEMBERS
Satur day, June 26th $32.00 (includes sur face cost) $37.00 (includes sur face cost)
Add'l. Surface Fee: $15.00 ea. -- No. Needed: $15.00 ea. — No. Needed:
Total Enclosed: $ $

NOTE: All personsregistering for the paint-in must use this registration form. Payment must accompany registration form. All
classes have a No Smoking Policy. Please remember that Registration Fees are not refundable but are transferable. If the paint-inis
cancelled, teaching fees will be refunded. No mealswill be provided.

Please make checks payable to Toll Bridge Toler sand send Registration Form and fees to:
Connie Oakley, 1103 Crest Ridge Lane, Concord, CA 94521-4539
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