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wM ESSAGE FROM THE

PRESIDENT

Jann Otvos

The goals have been determined and the budget has been
approved. We have enjoyed our first paint-in of the year.
I have signed the contract for our Christmas dinner at the
Holiday Inn. We are off and running!

Please give some thought to our charities for the year.
Funds are tight and charities are being especially hard hit
as people struggle to pay the mortgage and put food on the
table. With so many companies laying people off,
corporate budgets have little room for community
enrichment. There are so many worthy causes and we can
all be proud of our ongoing and rich history of giving.

Thank you DJ for the wonderful snowman chip clip
project. It was a great project and | was very pleased to
see so many members helping newer painters with tips and
techniques.

On that note, wasn’t it wonderful to have so many guests at
the meeting? There are many talented painters and people
wanting to learn more about painting who don’t know
about us. Take every opportunity to talk about Toll Bridge
Tolers and encourage everyone to give us a try. Guests are
always welcome at meetings. | remember fearing that I
was not a good enough painter to attend the meetings when
Merlene first encouraged me to come, but thanks to her
reassurances | did come and the rest is history!

Happy Valentines Day and enjoy the Presidents Day

Holiday. Jann

PROGRAMS
Connie Oakley
1st Vice President

Our Program for this month will
be a very cute Leprechaun by Jamie Mills-Price taught by
Liz Doran. This is not going to be a small piece. He will
be approximately 11” high. The cost will be $4.50. Bring
your normal painting supplies, your Leprechaun shoes and
be ready to dance an lIrish jig while painting the little
darling.

Since Easter will be before our meeting in April, we will
have our Easter Egg exchange and Potato Bar at our March
meeting. If you haven’t picked out an item to paint for the
exchange there still is time. | will have a sign-up sheet at
our February meeting for our Potato Bar.

Come to our meeting to find out what our Program will be
for April. Eileen Galea will be teaching the project and
will have it to share. Hint, it is green, it is cute, and it is
not for St. Patrick’s Day. Can you guess what it will be???
No it is not a bunny with grass stains.




MEMBERSHIP
Jeanie Gollow
2" Vice President
| —_ ———  —— |
Y

A total of fifty seven members have joined or rejoined for
2009, with the addition of three new members: Robin
Achterberg of Antioch, Debbie Ahrendt of Pinole, and Sue
Platania of Concord. Twenty four members were in
attendance at the meeting. We were honored with three
guests: Linda King of Martinez, Carolyn Vanlandingham
from Clayton and her mother Thelma from Tulsa Ok. We
are always happy to see more members at the meetings and
the next meeting will be February 17, 2009. Come join the
fun.

Respectfully submitted,

Jeanie Gollow

SEMINARS-PAINT-INS

Roz Borgerson and Connie Oakley

Important Dates to Remember:

March 14 & 15", 2009 — Rosemary West Seminar

April 25, 2009 — Watercolor Class with Claudette Garcia
February 20-21, 2010 — Arlene Linton Seminar

If you have not signed up for the Rosemary West Seminar
and would like to, we are still taking registrations. The
February 1* deadline was to be able to order the coffee
pots for those who wanted them. If you wish to still sign
up after Feb. 1, it will be your responsibility to order your
own coffee pot or bring a surface of your choice. Either
pattern Rosemary West is teaching can easily be adapted to
other surfaces.

NCCC UPDATE

Jann Otvos, Karen Vecchi, Barbara Flavin

The minutes from our NCCC meeting held on January 31,
2008, can be found on the NCCC website,
www.ncccinfo.com. After paring down those minutes to
information of most interest to Toll Bridge Tolers, I’d like
to report the following:

Individual and Chapter duties for the 2009-2010 NCCC
“Season” are as follows:

Karen Vecchi has been asked (and has accepted) the
responsibility for producing the NCCC Retreat Catalog.
One thing different this time is that there will no longer be
any printed catalogs distributed to the chapters. Instead, an
electronic version will be posted on the NCCC Website.

If an individual chooses to print the booklet from that
location, it will be at their choice and cost to do so. To add
to that already full plate, she has also agreed to again fill
the role of Teacher Coordinator (whew!) with Jann and |
(Barb Flavin) assisting her in any way we can.

I will again serve on the NCCC Board as Secretary.
Leah Luper will again serve as NCCC’s Web Mistress.

Toll Bridge Tolers as a chapter has volunteered to assist
Wine Country’s chapter with providing decorations for the
2010 Retreat. Jeanie Gollow is Wine Country’s
representative and will let us know how we can assist
them. When we know what we can do to help, we’ll let
the Toll Bridge Toler members know so folks can
volunteer if they choose to.

NCCC will not be having our next retreat at Konocti due to
many factors with the major reasons being the rundown
state of that facility and the difficulty in getting there. We
are exploring other venue sites and will be taking a tour of
three hotels located in the Sacramento area very close to
freeway exits on April 4". If none of them seem workable,
we also have another possible site at Ramada’s Mission de
Oro Hotel in Santa Nella, which is off Highway 5 past
Gustine and just before Los Banos — (another reference
point is that it’s near the Anderson Split Pea Restaurant).

It is important to note that we are not committed to any of
these sites—we’re still at the investigative stage.

It was decided that due to time constraints, prior
commitments for all chapters, and chapter as well as
individual budget issues, we will not have a “Stay In
Touch” seminar this year.

2010 Retreat Theme: After hearing many great
suggestions, we finally chose a beach theme with
“Footprints in the Sand...Paintbrush in Hand” as our
slogan for the 2010 Retreat.



Our next NCCC meeting is April 4"—1I’1l let you know
how we fare as far as Sacramento area venues go.

WAYS & MEANS

Liz Doran

Saturday Aug 22, 2009 is the date for the Charity Bunko
fundraiser; we need you so please save this date. Full
details of the event will be available later in the year.

I would encourage you to start painting for the raffle. | will
start excepting items now that you think someone would
like; no raw wood or painting supplies as we have many
guests.

Liz Doran

PLEASE NOTE: Due to an oversight in our
roster, Liz’s email address is listed incorrectly. As a result,
Liz has not been receiving some emails that were sent to
her. Please make a note of her email:
dbredbob@sbcalobal.net. (the address in the roster is
"shcglobel.net"). Thanks.

COMMUNITY PROJECTS

Brighter Beginnings is supposed to get back to me, about
painting murals in Antioch and Richmond. | will be
calling for help just as soon as | hear.

We are going to have paint parties to re-stock our memory
boxes. Several people said they would be willing to be
hostesses. Carrie Garrett, Eileen Galea and Liz Little, Roz
Borgerson, Virginia Davison, Jeanie Gollow, Shirley
Irwin, and Marianne Simpson. Anyone else is welcome to
volunteer and everyone is welcome to attend one or more
of the paint parties.

So all I need now are dates. Anytime during the year is
fine, so hostesses, just let me know so we can write it on
our calendars. We will make announcements at the
meetings and put it in the newsletter.

Thanks so much for your help. Merlene 925-754-7997

2009 COUNTY FAIR
DJ West and Becky Nivolo

This year’s fair dates are May 28, 2009 through May 31*.
The fair office is updating their website, information
should be available after January 11",

Thank you to last year’s volunteers. Your attendance
made it successful. We hope you all will be able to help
again this year. We will keep you updated through the
newsletter and our monthly meetings.

Looking forward to our chapter's fair project,
Becky & DJ

NEWSLETTER

Marianne Simpson

P
Note: The following is our policy regarding

the method by which you will receive your newsletter:

If you have Internet access, you will be receiving an
email to let you know that the current month’s newsletter
is available online at our website -

www.tollbridgetolers.org

You will need to log onto the website and read or print
the newsletter from there. If you need assistance, please
contact Marianne Simpson at maritoler@comcast.net or
Loretta Mateik @ Imateik@comcast.net. You must have
Adobe Acrobat Reader to access and print your newsletter.
There are instructions on our website which will allow you
to receive your FREE copy of Acrobat Reader

If you do not have Internet access, you have the

option of receiving your newsletter via the mail or as an
email attachment. You need to let me know if you choose
either of these options.

PLANNING/BOARD MEETING

Jann Otvos’ home, Antioch, CA
January 18,2009

Attendees: Jann Otvos, Connie Oakley, Marianne
Simpson, Jo laconis, Jeanie Gollow, DJ West, Liz Doran,
Lisa Schall, Roz Borgerson, Tamara Mannon, Merlene
Ryan



With the approval of those in attendance (since most board
members were present), today’s planning meeting will be
held in lieu of the upcoming normally scheduled board
meeting on January 20, 2008. Those unable to attend
today’s meeting were Darlene Smith and Karen Vecchi.

Jann began the meeting by reminding us that the Chapter
rules and bylaws are posted on our website
(tollbridgetolers.org). Also posted are job descriptions.

She then asked each board member if they had anything
they wanted to remind us of (due dates for newsletter
articles were discussed).

Jann distributed the printout showing Chapter 2009 Goals
which she had created for the planning meeting, and
encouraged the addition of any goals she might have
missed.

A Eliminate Distractions During Programs —

DJ added that it would be greatly appreciated if an
announcement would be made prior to the start of
the program asking that no clean up be started
until the program is over because the noises and
people movement makes it difficult for the both
the teacher and those trying to paint.

Connie added that it would be helpful if the room
segregated the seating so that painters are grouped
near the teaching area and non-painters are away
from that area.

These announcements will be made prior to the
start of all projects.

B. Increase Community Awareness —

Charities: Jann asked if putting a ceiling on our
charities—sponsoring two charities in the amount
of $1,000 each—would be acceptable, and money
earned for our chapter beyond that would be used
for members benefit. This idea was approved to
bring before the membership on January 20,
2008, for an acceptance/rejection vote.

Jann suggested that we put on another Ornament
Frenzy in 2009 for member benefit/education.
TBT earned $580 from the Election Board wages
and $700 from the Bunko 2008 proceeds
(numbers have been rounded for general
conversation purposes). TBT would pay for
participating/attending members and it would
include 1 surface for each member and meals.
Non-members may also attend, but they would
have to pay a registration fee, surface fee, etc.
This cost will be determined at a later date. Ifa
member cannot attend but would like to receive

the surfaces/instructions, it will be decided on a
case-by-case basis whether the chapter will pay to
ship the materials to the member or not, with
consideration given to whether that member has
been a productive/supportive member of the
chapter in the past (i.e., donating to the chapter,
performing work for the chapter, etc.). Last time,
we bore the cost of packaging and shipping the
materials to all members who chose not to come.
It was very costly and it is felt that it was counter-
productive to our goal of encouraging members to
gather together to share knowledge and
fellowship. Ornament Frenzy 2009 will be
brought before the general membership at the
upcoming meeting.

Teaching Children: Kudos to DJ for the great
work she did in this effort. She agreed to
continue her efforts in this area during 2009.

Community Project: We’ll continue to participate
in things like murals, library presentations, etc.

County / State Fair: 2008 was a record-breaking
year for most submissions ever to both the County
Fair and the State Fair. We’ll continue to
encourage even more submissions in 2009.

Increasing Membership

Flyers: The flyer used in 2005 would be great if
updated with current information. A diskette was
found by Connie with the hope that it contained
that flyer.

We’ll find out if our flyer can be posted in local
craft stores, online agencies—such as Craig’s
List, Educational sites (Pleasant Hill Adult
Education, Library); other possibilities are places
where folks wait—i.e., DMV, BART, etc.

More Things To Do: Let’s increase our
fellowship to encourage our members to attend
meetings and functions. Some suggestions for
fun things were: Flea Market in Galt; Apple Hill
visit and picnic; Folsom Gourd Festival, Gourd
Festival in Knight’s Landing (takes place in
May); trip to Filoli in Woodlawn (Jann to
investigate and report); Rosie The Riveter tour
and Teddy Roosevelt Yacht tour (Roz Borgerson
to investigate these), Amtrak ride from Martinez
or Antioch to Old Sacramento to tour Railroad
Museum (Barb Flavin will find out about this and
report back).

Newspapers: In addition to our flyer, it’s
suggested that we notify newspapers of our
meetings each month, as well as any events-of-
interest. Tamara is in charge of publicity this



year, so she’ll investigate these possibilities and
get back to us with results.

D. Provide More Painting Opportunities

Paint-Ins (such as Ornament Frenzy); Diverse
Surfaces (such as painting on gourds, fabric);
More Seminars; Earlier notification of seminars
sent out to other chapters (Barb will get new
NCCC rep contact information to Jann and
Connie and Roz so they can send TBT
information to those reps for distribution to their
chapter members. In addition, we’ll continue to
send our information to Leah for posting on the
NCCC website.

Budget — 2008 Actual versus 2009 Projected

Each item was discussed with suggestions for increasing or
decreasing budgeted projections—or eliminating
categories.

Items with increased amounts are:

P.O. Box Rental (President & Chapter Admin) 2008
projection was $60, actual was $70; 2009 projection is
$80.

Handbook (President & Chapter Admin) 2008 projection
was $100, actual was $105.81; 2009 projection is $120.00.

Installation Dinner Program (Program — 1* VVP) 2008
projection was $500, actual was $531.46; 2009 projection
is $550.00.

Chapter Charities (Community Enrichment) 2008
projection was $1,500, actual was $2,000; 2009 projection
is $2,000.00.

Bunko 2008 projection was $3,000, actual was $3,452.00;
2009 projection is $3,000.

Bunko Expenses 2008 projection was $1,500, actual was
$722.16; 2009 projection is $1,500.00.

Teaching Fee for Ornament Frenzy (Paint-Ins) 2008
projection was zero, actual was zero; 2009 projection is
estimated at $1,500 ($40 per attendee/37 attendees).

Ornament Frenzy Monitor (Paint-Ins) 2008 projection was
zero, actual was zero; 2009 projection is $75 for one adult
monitor ($75 rather than standard $50 because it will be an
all-day event).

Items with decreased amounts OR items removed from
the 2009 budget are:

Cookbook — this item is to be removed from 2009 budget
Cookbook Expenses — this item is to be removed

White Elephant Net - this item is to be removed

Domain Name Renewal (Webmaster) 2008 projection was
$75; actual was $99.95; 2009 projection will be $35
because we just renewed our domain name and it comes
due every 3 years. If we project $35 each year between
now and then, it is hoped that we will have set aside
adequate funds for the 2012 renewal fee.

Respectfully submitted,

Barb Flavin acting on behalf of Darlene Smith, Secretary

GENERAL MEETING
First Lutheran Church, Concord, CA
January 20, 2009

The meeting was called to order by President Jann Otvos at
7:30 p.m. with a quorum present. The minutes and
Treasurer’s report were approved as published in the
December 2008, and January 2009, newsletters (Barbara
Bouchet/Liz Little).

Correspondence: The County Election Board sent a letter
of thanks for Chapter members working at the November
election. $580 was earned. Jann thanked Merlene Ryan,
Roz Borgerson, Virginia Davison, Connie Oakley, Barbara
Flavin, Barbara Bouchet, Rose Marie Roza and Shirley
Irwin for their efforts. The Monument Crisis Center sent a
Christmas greeting and thank you for our past support.
Canine Companions sent a list of upcoming activities.
Other greetings were received from Loaves and Fishes and
the Animal Rescue Foundation.

2008 Charities: Bay Area Poodle Rescue (Loretta Mateik)
and Contra Costa/Solano Food Bank (Darlene Smith) will
be invited to the February meeting to receive a check for
$1,000 each. Jann requested members think about
nominating charities for 2009, which will be determined
early this year.

Planning Meeting: This meeting was held Sunday, January
18, 2009, at Jann’s home. She distributed the Chapter
goals developed at that meeting and briefly reviewed them.
The minutes from that meeting will be published in the
February newsletter. Darlene received an e-mail from
SDP announcing the 2009 campaign to recruit new
members and bring back former members to the Society.
They are asking each member to recruit one new member
and to share our passion and knowledge about painting.
Also discussed at the meeting were fun things to do such
as Tole Trains; i.e. Apple Hill, Gourd Festival, etc. Any



ideas would be welcomed. Jann congratulated Jeanie
Gollow on her upcoming marriage. It as noted that the
election funds and the balance of the Bunko fundraiser last
year will be used for Member Appreciation covering one
surface, paint and food at the next Ornament Frenzy.

Jann thanked Loretta Mateik for her work in updating the
Chapter website and asked that if anyone had ideas for
future seminars to advise the membership and they will be
placed on the website. Jann also advised the Chapter is
looking for an inexpensive storage locker, in the next
month of so, in central County, for storage of Chapter
paperwork.

The budget for 2009 was also developed at the Planning
meeting and Jann distributed and reviewed the items listed
and changes from the prior year. The 2009 budget was
approved as presented (Connie Oakley/Darlene Smith).

Announcements: As agreed at a previous meeting, the
Chapter library will be liquidated. Jann’s husband has
offered to transfer appropriate videos to DVDs for us.

2009 Christmas Party: It was unanimously agreed to hold
the 2009 Christmas Party at the Holiday Inn in Concord.

Ways and Means: Liz Doran requested members start
painting now for Ornament Frenzy submissions and Bunko
items. She requested no raw wood for Bunko, as not
everyone who participates is a painter.

Seminars: Connie Oakley and Roz Borgerson are co-
chairing this committee. Connie reminded members of the
upcoming D’Ann Hayes program on January 31 (Santa on
a glass jar), Rosemary West’s seminar May 14-15,
Claudette Garcia’s watercolor program on April 25,
Deborah Forshey-Chroma’s program September 26-27,
and Arlene Litton in February, 2010. Jeanie Gollow will
be teaching another Maureen McNaughton project at her
studio in Windsor on February 21 from 9 to 5 p.m. and the
flyer for that program was distributed.

Egg Exchange: The annual egg exchange will be held at
the March 17, 2009 meeting.

Hospitality: The sign-up book was circulated.

Guests: The guests present were welcomed: Linda (D.J.
West), Carolyn VanLandingham and her mother visiting
from Tulsa (Darlene Smith), and Debbie.

Special Drawing: Jo laconis made an ornament stand with
ornaments and it was won by Jann Otvos. Liz Doran
requested items for future special drawings.

Election Workers: Merlene Ryan advised the Contra Costa
Election Department notified her of a possible special
election sometime in the next four months and asked if we
would be willing to work the election. She sent around a

sign-up sheet for anyone interested in participating. She
asked that anyone who does work advise them that they are
a member of Toll Bridge Tolers. She also asked for sign-
ups to host memory box painting parties.

Transportation: Merlene also asked that she be advised if
anyone needs a ride to Chapter meetings.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:07 p.m. to a Snowman
chip clip program taught by D. J. West.

Respectfully submitted,
Darlene Smith

by
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SUNSHINE
Jann Otvos
February

2/2 Roz Borgerson
2/5 Beth Pierce
2/9 Teri Hallock
2/18 Lucille Hart
2/19  Shirley Irwin
2/23 Sheila Stepp
2/28 Delta Lamb
2/28 Holly Yarberry
2/28 Carl Larson

March
317 Sandy Wagner
3/12 Milena Lanka
3/14 Jann Otvos
3/17 Rose Marie Roza
3/18  Wendy Oliver
3/19 Vivian Roubal
3/22 DJ West

o

< As always, if you know of someone in need of a
little “Sunshine”, please contact Jann Otvos.



HOSPITALITY

Barbara Bouchet

Snacks: Roz Borgerson and Connie

Oakley

Beverages: Shirley Irwin, Eileen Galea,

Liz Little
Ice: Barbara Bouchet

Thanks, Barbara Bouchet, Hospitality

National & Chapter Purpose

The purpose of the society is a central dissemination point for
information about activities related to decorating painting; raise and
maintain a high standard for the art of decorative painting; and
stimulate interest in and appreciation for the art form.

Notice: First Lutheran church is collecting foodstuffs year
round for Project Share. Any donations would be
welcome. Contact Darlene Smith for details.

Executive BoarD OFFICERS

President Jann Otvos 925-706-8365
jjotvos@comcast.net

1% V.P., Prog. Connie Oakley 925-825-3851
oakleyl@linl.gov

2" V.P., Mem. Jeanie Gollow 707-838-6489
jeaniepaints@yahoo.com

Secretary Darlene Smith 925-689-8557
dsmit@astound.net

Treasurer Karen Vecchi 925-228-0409
Karenvecchi@sbcglobal.net

Newsletter Marianne Simpson 925-754-1362

maritoler@comcast.net
Liz Doran 925-634-5137
dbredbob@sbcglobal.net

Ways & Means

Committee Chairpersons

N.C.C.C. Rep. Jann Otvos 925-706-8365
jiotvos@comcast.net
Karen Vecchi 925-228-0409
karenvecchi@sbcglobal.net
Barbara Flavin 925-779-9596
hlpinghand@aol.com

Sunshine Jann Otvos 925-706-8365
jiotvos@comcast.net

Handbook Karen Vecchi 925-228-0409
karenvecchi@sbcglobal.net

Historian Loretta Mateik 707-782-1082

Imateik@comcast.net

Roz Borgerson 925-825-6547
Rogerrozl@astound.net

Connie Oakley 925-825-3851
Oakleyl@lInl.gov

Shirley Irwin

Seminars/Paint-in

Rewards & 925-458-3454

Recognition
County Fair

Librarian
Community Projects
Parliamentarian
Publicity
Hospitality
Nominating
Decorative Painting
Month — East Cty
Decorative Painting

Month —Central Cty
Website

shirleyirwin@sbcglobal.net

DJ West 925-679-0676
debrwst@aol.com
Becky Nivolo 925-899-4370

beckyniv@earthlink.net

Lisa Schall
Tjschall01@yahoo.com
Merlene Ryan
Merlenery@comcast.net
Connie Oakley 925-825-3851
Oakleyl@Iinl.gov
Tamara Mannon
temann@att.net
Barbara Bouchet
Audret9@hotmail.com
Lisa Schall
Tjschall01@yahoo.com
Jo laconis
nonajo@made4usa.com
Lucille Hart
Lhart32@astound.net
Loretta Mateik
Imateik@comcast.net

925-699-4226

925-754-7997

925-676-5492

925-682-5312

925-699-4226

925-432-6832

925-672-4169

707-782-1082

The costs of advertising in this newsletter are as follows:

Monthly Yearly

Business card Member $ 4.00 20.00
Non Member 5.00 25.00

1/4 Page Member 7.50 37.50
Non Member 10.00 50.00

1/2 Page Member 10.00 50.00
Non Member 15.00 75.00

Full Page Member 15.00 75.00
Non Member 20.00 100.00




THE TOLL BRIDGE TOLERS
Are Proud To Present

Rosemary West

March 14 & 15, 2009
Plumber’s Hall, Martinez
9AM to 4PM Both Days

REGISTRATION FORM

NAME:

ADDRESS:
CITY/ZIP:

TELEPHONE:

REGISTRATION FEES: This seminar is offered for Toll Bridge Tolers or NCCC members. If you are a non-member, then please
add $5.00 per event. Registration fees are listed below. Lunch will be served both days. If you have any questions, please contact
Roz Borgerson at (925) 825-6547 or email rogerroz1@astound.net; or Connie Oakley at (925) 423-0704 or email oakleyl@IlInl.gov.

REGISTRATION FEES TOLL BRIDGE TOLERS/ NON TOLL BRIDGE
NCCC MEMBERS TOLERS/NCCC MEMBERS

BOTH DAYS $120.00 $125.00

Saturday only $65.00 $70.00

Sunday only $65.00 $70.00

Surface — Saturday *Provide your own Provide your own

Surface for Sunday - $20 + shipping ($10 deposit) $20 + shipping ($10 deposit)

Coffee Pot

Total Due: 3$ $

Total Enclosed: $ $

Final Payment: $ $

*Saturday — provide your own surface. This does not have to be done on a coffee pot, the pattern can be adapted to any flat
surface you would like to.

NOTE: All persons registering for the seminar must use this registration form. Payment must
accompany registration form. All classes have a No Smoking Policy. Please remember that
Registration Fees are not refundable but are transferable. If seminar is cancelled, all fees will be
refunded. If two payments make your life easier, pay half as a deposit and pay the remainder
anytime before you pick up your patterns. Final payment must be made before you will be given
the pattern and prep instructions. Prep must be completed prior to your arrival at class.

REGISTRATION DEADLINE IS February 1, 2009 so that the

coffee pots can be ordered. Late registration will be taken after 2/1, but you will have to provide/order your own surface

for Sunday’s class.
Please make checks payable to Toll Bridge Tolers and send Registration Form and Fees to:

Connie Oakley, 1103 Crest Ridge Lane, Concord, CA 94521-4539






